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lad become so weak that he could neither read lor write, and the chronic heart and lung malady was gaining ground so rapidly, that his breathing was affected if he made the slightest movement. [t was absolutely necessary that he should rest for i time at Wierzchownia before attempting any further exertion. Another delay was caused by :he young Countess being attacked by measles. Her devoted mother, who in her crippled state 2ould not attempt any active nursing, sat by her laughter's bedside all day, and refused to leave Wierzchownia till her anxiety about her darling's lealth should be over.
It was, therefore, not till the end of April that ML and Madame Honor e de Balzac started for what proved to be a terrible journey. They did [lot arrive in Dresden till about May 10th, having taken three weeks to go a distance which ought naturally to have been accomplished in five or six days. The roads were in a fearful condition, and their lives were in danger not once, but a hundred times in the day. Sometimes fifteen or sixteen men were required to hoist the carnage Dut of the mud-holes into which it had fallen. It is a wonder that Balzac survived the torture of the journey, and it must have been very trying to the rheumatic Madame Honors'. When at last they arrived at Dresden they were both utterly exhausted, while Balzac was extremely ill, and felt ten years older than when he started. His sight was so bad that he could not see the lettersorrespoudance," vol. ii. p. 448.zac, 420.ublous  life which awaited   her   as   Madame   Honore   de   Balzac.ou CEuvre," by Julien Lemer.
17account of the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
